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INSIDE THIS ISSUE:  

Winner of  the February 4th Name Drawing Prize 

was Shawna Price  

who was not present.  She missed out on receiving  a copy of Betrockôs 

Cold Hardy Palms by Alan W. Meerow. 

Front Cover: Neoveitchia storkii 15 years after planting 

Back Cover: Neoveitchia storkii leaf showing lateral twist 
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Date: Wednesday,  March 4, 2009 

Time: 7:30 p.m. 

Location: Mounts Botanical Garden 

Speaker: Paul Craft 

Subject: Cultivated Palms of Hawaii 

GENERAL MEETING  

EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING  

Date: Wednesday,  March 25, 2009 

Time: 7:00 p.m. 

Location: Ruth Sallenbachôs Home 

 6285 S. Military Trail, Lake Worth 

 (561) 965-5430 
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 Neoveitchia storkii is native to 

a limited area on Viti Levu, Fiji Is-

lands. Neoveitchia storkii grows in 

moist alluvial plains and are canopy 

emergent. This palm is in danger of 

extinction due to habitat loss. Most 

areas where this palm appears natu-

rally have been converted to agricul-

ture or mahogany plantations.   

 In habitat, the trunks are 10 

inches in diameter and normally 35 

to 40 feet high but can reach 60 to 

65 feet tall under high canopy.  

Fronds can grow 15 feet long with a 

distinctive lateral twist to 90 de-

grees. Crownshafts are incompletely 

formed and are glossy dark green to 

black. Trunks are used in house con-

struction and young fruit is eaten. 

 My first glance of Neoveitchia 

storkii was approximately 20 years 

ago. The South Florida Chapter of 

the International Palm Society spon-

sored a garden tour on Key Bis-

cayne. We toured a high-rise condo 

community which was completely 

landscaped with rare palms. The 

most memorable palm on that tour 

was Neoveitchia storkii. It was nes-

tled in a protected area between sev-

eral buildings. It was a stunning pin-

nate palm which looked too exotic 

and tropical to grow on the 

mainland. It was 25 feet tall with a 

jet black crownshaft and long fronds 

with a distinctive 90 degree twist on 

the end. The leaflets were wide and 

bright green.   

 I discovered that Neoveitchia 

storkii can be grown in Palm Beach 

County. I purchased and planted my 

first Neoveitchia 15 years ago. It 

now has an eight inch diameter 

trunk, seven feet of clear wood, 10 

foot long fronds, and a jet black 

crownshaft. I also planted one eight 

years ago which has developed three 

feet of wood.   

(Continued on page 6) 

FEATURED THIS MONTH:  

Neoveitchia  storkii 

GROWING CONDITIONS IN OUR GARDEN FOR THIS SPECIES  

Location 4 miles from ocean in suburban Lantana 

Soil Sand over a layer of hardpan (pineland flatwood habitat) 

Irrigation ¾ inch applied twice a week 

Flooding Periodic inundation in sandy soil acceptable 

Fertilization 3 times a year with Palm special analysis 

Light Partially shaded emerging to full sun 

Micronutrient Deficiencies None observed 

Insect Damage None observed 

Hurricane Resistance Good 
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MARCH OF THE MIGHTY MITE  

 As you may be aware, the red 

palm mite (raoiella indica) has in-

vaded Florida. In December 2007, 

the United States Department of 

Agriculture (USDA) National Ani-

mal Health Monitoring System 

(APHIS) confirmed detections of the 

red palm mite in Palm Beach 

County. This mite, which hitchhikes 

on imported plants or is carried by 

wind currents, can also be found in 

many other countries and islands, 

including Egypt, India, Iran, Trini-

dad, St. Martin, and Puerto Rico.   

 This mite has very specific 

taste and seems to prefer coconut 

(Cocos nucifera) and areca palms 

(Dypsis lutescens), hurricane or prin-

cess palms (Dictyosperma album), 

Christmas palms (Adonidia merril-

lii ), and date palms (Phoenix dac-

tylifera). It also snacks on bananas, 

heliconias, bird of paradise, and gin-

gers. 

 The life cycle from egg to adult 

is approximately 28 days for females 

and 22 days for males. Reddish eggs 

produced by females are ovoid and 

are approximately .003 inches long 

and are attached to the underside of 

the leaf by a slender hairlike struc-

ture or stipe that is about twice as 

long as the egg. The eggs are depos-

ited in groups.  All eggs laid by un-

mated females develop into males 

while mated females produce fe-

males.  The larva is red and has three 

pairs of legs. It feeds for up to five 

days and then becomes quiescent for 

up to two days before molting into 

the protonymhal stage. The reddish 

protonymhal emerges with four pairs 

of legs and feeds for up to five days 

prior to becoming quiescent for up 

to four days. Deutonymphs are lar-

ger than protonymphs but feeding 

and other habits are similar. The 

active phase lasts for up to five days 

followed by a quiescent phase that 

can last for up to four days. The 

(Continued on page 7) 
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 I have never noticed any damage from the cold since 1994. Literature 

suggests that this palm is hearty to Zone 10. My experience has shown that this 

palm is not sensitive to periodic inundation and actually prefers moist soils.  

They adapt to full sun at an early age. These palms are very hurricane resistant.   

 I put Neoveitchia storkii in my top five pinnate palm list. Its graceful 

tropical appearance combined with the black crownshaft make it a standout 

specimen. 
Submitted by Charlie Beck 
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