A Comparison of Lopping Shears
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by Charlie Beck

Every palm gardener needs a good pair of lopping shears. Lopping shears
are great for pruning reachable desiccated fronds. There are two types of lopping shears – bypass and anvil.
The bypass type cuts with an
action like scissors. The anvil
type shears cut like a bolt cutter
where the blade and the anvil
come in close contact but never
meet.
I have bought many types
of lopping shears over the years
and would like to share some of
my experience. The picture to
the right shows four different
lopping shears. The cost of
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D
these shears vary greatly.
A

Florian Maxi Lopper
Anvil Ratchet Cut
Retail: $189
Cut Capacity: 2 inch diameter
Length: 28 inches
Weight: 3 lb. 8 oz.

C

Felco Model 22
Single Pivot Bypass Cut
Retail: $202 Discount $131
Cut Capacity: 1.8 inch diameter
Length: 33 inches
Weight: 4 lb. 6 oz.

B

Village Blacksmith
Compound Action Bypass Cut
Retail: $29
Cut Capacity: 1.6 inch diameter
Length: 27 inches
Weight: 2 lb. 10 oz.

D

Fred Marvin “Garden of Eden”
Single Pivot Bypass Cut
Retail: $69 Discount: $45
Cut Capacity: 2.25 inch diameter
Length: 33 inches
Weight: 3 lb. 8 oz.

Lopping shear A has a ratchet cut mechanism which greatly increases
leverage. You have to repeatedly open and close the handles to complete the
cut. When the handles open, they open widely and require a lot of clearance
and, therefore, will not work in close quarters. The ratchet anvil system is designed to cut hardwood so it fails to cut springy palm petioles. This lopping
shear often binds when cutting hard wood and it is difficult to complete the cut.
The anvil blade requires precise alignment to operate properly. I do not recommend this lopping shear to the palm gardener.
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